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The Global Forum of Japan (GFJ) E-Letter

1 December 2018, Vol. 11, No. 6 (Issue 71)

hittp: M. gfj. jplel

Greetings,

“The Global Forum of Japan (GFJ) E-Letter” is delivered electronically bimonthly, free of
charge, to the readers in the world interested in Japanese thinking on the relations of
Japan with the rest of the world and other related international affairs by the Global Forum
of Japan (GFJ), a private membership organization in Japan for policy-criented
international exchanges.

It will provide the global audience with our news on "GFJ Commentary” and "GF.J
Updates ™

If you wish to unsubscribe, please enter your email address in the "unsubscribe” box at
the following link:
hitp:fwwnw. gff. jplele-letter. hitm

ITO Kenichi, Chairman, GF.J
WATANABE Mayu, President GFJ
TAKAHATA Yohei, Vice-President, GFJ

B T

"GFJ Commentary”

B T

"GFJ Commentary” presents views of members and/or friends of GFJ on the relations of
Japan with the rest of the world and/or other related international affairs. The view
expressed herein is the author's own and should not be attributed to GFJ.

No.81:
"What Japan MNeeds to be Careful of Japan-China Cooperation on BRI"

By MIFUNE Emi
Professor, Komazawa University / Academic Member, Global Forum of Japan
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1. Greetings

Chairman’s Greeting, ITO Kenichi

The Global Forum of Japan is a policy-oriented organization for intellectual exchanges, which originates
from the “Quadrangular Forum” established in Washington in 1982 on the initiative of independent
groups of citizens from the political, business, official, and academic circles of Japan, the U.S. Europe, and
Canada. The “Quadrangular Forum” itself completed its mission with the “end of cold war” and dissolved
itself in 1990. However, the members of the “Japan Chapter” of the “Quadrangular Forum” re-established
itself as the “Global Forum of Japan (GFJ), "an institution that organized “Dialogues” with Japan as a hub
for all countries in the world, From then on, as one of the few organizations specialized in international
exchanges with a view to expanding Japan’'s network with the rest of the world, the “Global Forum of
Japan” has steadily organized “Dialogues” with various countries and regions of the world. With the
dawn of the 21st century, the world has entered into a phase of ever-intensifying turbulence. Under the
circumstance, with a firm belief that continuity is a might, GF] makes steady steps to fulfill the mission
of deepening mutual understanding between the world and Japan.

President’s Greeting, WATANABE Mayu

It is my honor and privilege to assume the role of President of The Global Forum of Japan (GFJ).
Enlisting your support and advice, I wish to endeavor with all my might to carry out the duties expected
of me at this prestigious organization. Today, the world has fallen into disarray of an unprecedented
scale, in which various challenges are being made against the existing international order which has long
been the linchpin of peace and prosperity of the international community since the end of the World
War II. For the past 35 years since its inception, GF] has not only proactively organizedexchanges and
dialogues with major players of the world including the U.S. China and ASEAN, but also taken the
lead in advancing track-2 diplomacy with strategic hinges for Japan such as Central Asia and Black
Sea, thereby establishing a robust network around the globe. As this network could be regarded as an
indispensable asset to the enhancement of Japan's presence and influence in the international community,
the role of GFJ will be even more important in this time of turmoil. Before closing my remarks, let me
hope that you will continue to provide us with your support and cooperation.
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2. Objectives

The Global Forum of Japan (GFJ]) originates from the Japan Chapter of the Quadrangular Forum
(QF), which was established in 1982 in Washington to serve as an informal promoter of the exchange of
policy-oriented views and opinions among Japan, US, Europe, and Canada. As the Cold War ended and its
aftermath faded away, QF ceased its activity in 1996. The Japan Chapter of QF survived the vicissitudes
and developed into the Global Forum of Japan (GF]) as an independent institution of Japan for
international intellectual exchanges. Since then, GF] has been active as a hub for international exchanges
with the global intellectual community at large.

3. Organization

The Global Forum of Japan (GFJ) is a private, non-profit, non-partisan, and independent membership
organization in Japan to engage in and promote international exchanges on policy-oriented matters of
bilateral, regional and global implications. While the secretariat is housed in The Japan Forum on
International Relations, GF]J itself is independent of any other organizations, including The Japan Forum
on International Relations. Originally established as the Japanese component of The Quadrangular Forum
at the initiative of HATTORI Ichiro, OKITA Saburo, TAKEYAMA Yasuo, TOYODA Shoichiro in 1982,
GF] is currently headed by ITO kenichi as Chairman, WATANABE Mayu as President and
TAKAHATA Yohei as Vice President. The membership is composed of 11 Business Members including
the two Governors, ISHIKAWA Hiroshi and YAGUCHI Toshikazu, 11 Political Members including the
four Governors, FUNADA Hajime, KAKIZAWA Mito, SUEMATSU Yoshinori and SUZUKI Keisuke and
48 Academic Members including the four Governors, ITO Go, KAMIYA Matake, TAKAHARA Akio and
WATANABE Hirotaka.

4. History

The 1982 Versailles Summit was widely seen as having exposed rifts within the Western alliance.
Accordingly, there were expressed concerns that the summit meetings were becoming more and more
stylized rituals and that Western solidarity was at risk. Within this context, it was realized that to
revitalize the summit meetings there must be free and unfettered exchanges of private-sector views to
be transmitted directly to the heads of the participating states. Accordingly, Japanese former Foreign
Minister OKITA Saburo, US. Trade Representative William BROCK, E.C. Commission Vice President
Etienne DAVINGNON, and Canadian Trade Minister Edward LUMLEY, as representatives of the
private-sector in their respective countries, took the initiative in founding The Quadrangular Forum
in Washington in September 1982. Since then, the end of the Cold War and the altered nature of the
economic summits themselves had made it necessary for The Quadrangular Forum to metamorphose
into The Global Forum established by the American and Japanese components of The Quadrangular
Forum at the World Convention in Washington in October 1991. In line with its objectives as stated
above, The Global Forum was intended as a facilitator of global consensus on the many post-Cold War
1ssues facing the international community and reached out to open its discussions not only to participants
from the quadrangular countries but also to participants from other parts of the world. Over the years,
the gravity of The Global Forum's activities gradually shifted from its American component (housed in
The Center for Strategic and International Studies) to its Japanese component (housed in The Japan
Forum on International Relations), and, after the American component ceased to be operative, the Board
of Trustees of the Japanese component resolved, on February 7, 1996, that it would thereafter act as an
independent body for organizing bilateral dialogues with Japan as a hub for all countries in the world,
and amended its by-laws accordingly. At the same time, The Global Forum's Japanese component was
reorganized into The Global Forum of Japan (GFJ]) in line with the principle that the organization be
self-governing, self-financing, and independent of any other organization.
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5. Governors' List

(1) Governors' List

Chairman President Vice President and Executive Secretary

ITO Kenichi WATANABE Mayu TAKAHATA Yohei

Chairman, Senior Executive Director, Senior Research Fellow,
The Japan Forum The Japan Forum The Japan Forum
on International Relations on International Relations on International Relations

Business Governors
\ Y 4 f

ISHIKAWA Hiroshi YAGUCHI Toshikazu

Executive Vice President President,
and Director, GLOBESHIP Corporation

Kajima Corporation

Political Governors

=
7 4
KAKIZAWA Mito SUEMATSU Yoshinori SUZUKI Keisuke FUNADA Hajime
Member of the House of Member of the House of Member of the House of Member of the House of
Representatives Representatives Representatives Representatives
(independent) (The Constitutional (Liberal Democratic Party) (Liberal Democratic Party)

Democratic Party of Japan)

Academic Governors

9

ITO Go KAMIYA Matake TAKAHARA Akio WATANABE Hirotaka
Professor, Professor, Professor, Professor,
Meiji University National Defense Academy The University of Tokyo Tokyo University of Foreign
of Japan Studies
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(2) Membership List

[Business Members] (11Members)

Fuji Xerox Co., Ltd.
GLOBESHIP Corporation

Japan Audio Visual Co., Ltd

Kajima Corporation
Kikkoman Corporation
MISUZU Co., Ltd.
MUFG Bank, Ltd.

Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal

Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation
Toyota Motor Corporation

Worldwide Support for Development

[Political Members] (11Members)

KIUCHI Minoru

NAGASHIMA Akihisa
NAKAGAWA Masaharu
OGUSHI Hiroshi
SAITO Ken

SHIOZAKI Yasuhisa
YAMAGUCHI Tsuyoshi
FUJITA Yukihisa

Member of the House of
Representatives (LDP)
M.HR. (Independent)
M.HR. (Independent)
M.HR. (Independent)
M.HR. (LDP)

M.HR. (LDP)

M.HR. (LDP)

Member of the House of
Councillors (DPFP)

HAYASHI Yoshimasa  M.H.C. (LDP)
INOGUCHI Kuniko M.H.C. (LDP)
MAKIYAMA Hiroe M.H.C. (CDP)
[Academic Members] (48Members)

AKASHI Yasushi
AKITA Hiroyuki
AMAKO Satoshi
AOKI Tamotsu
ASAKAI Kazuo
ASAOQ Keiichiro
GYOHTEN Toyoo
HABA Kumiko

HAKAMADA Shigeki
HIROSE Yoko

IIDA Keisuke
IKEO Aiko

INADA Juichi
INOGUCHI Takashi

ITO Eisei
IZUMI Hajime

KAMO Tomoki
KAWAI Masahiro
KAWATO Akio

Chairman of the Board,
ICC kyoto Public Interest
Incorporated Foundation
Commentator, NIKKEI
Professor, Waseda
University

Professor Emeritus,
Osaka University
former Ambassador to
the Myanmar

former M.H.R.
Honorary Advisor,
Institute for International
Monetary Affairs
Professor, Aoyama
Gakuin University
Trustee, JFIR

Professor, Keio
University
Professor, The

University of Tokyo

Professor, Waseda
University
Professor, Sensyu
University

President, University of
Niigata Prefecture
former M.H.R.
Professor, Tokyo
International University
Professor, Keilo
University

Professor Emeritus, The
University of Tokyo
President, Japan-World
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KINOSHITA Hiroo

KOGURE Masayoshi
KOKUBUN Ryosei

KURANISHI Masako
MIFUNE Emi
MORIMOTO Satoshi
MURATA Koji
NAKAGANE Katsuji
NAKANISHI Hiroshi
NISHIKAWA Megumi
OHYA Eiko
OKONOGI Masao
SAHASHI Ryo
SAKAKIBARA Eisuke
SHIRAISHI Takashi

SOEYA Yoshihide
SUZUKI Yoshikatsu
TAHARA Soichiro
TANAKA Akihiko

TANIGAKI Sadakazu
TERADA Takashi

TOGO Kazuhiko

TOKIWA Shin

TSURUOKA Michito

URATA Shujiro
UYAMA Tomohiko
WATANABE Yorizumi
YAMAUCHI Masayuki
YUSHITA Hiroyuki

Trends

Advisor, National Small
Business & Information
Promotion Center
former Professor, Toyo
University

President, National
Defense Academy of
Japan

Lecturer, Seigakuin
University

Professor, Komazawa
University

Chancellor, Takushoku
University

Professor, Doshisha
University

Professor Emeritus, The
University of Tokyo

Professor, Kyoto
University
Contributing Editorial
Writer, Mainichi
Newspapers

Journalist

Professor Emeritus,
Keio University
Professor, Kanagawa
University

Professor, Aoyama
Gakuin University
Visiting Professor,
National Graduate
Institute for Policy
Studies
Professor,
University
Journalist
Journalist
Supreme Councilor,
JFIR

former ML.H.R.
Professor, Doshisha
University

Director, Institute for
World Affairs, Kyoto
Sangyo University
Deputy Director of the
Foreign News Desk, the
Tokyo Shimbun

Senior Research Fellow,
National Institute for
Defense Studies

Keio

Professor, Waseda
University
Professor, Hokkaido
University
Professor, Keio
University

Contract Professor,
Meiji University
former Ambassador to
the Philippines

(In alphabetical order)
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6. "Dialogue” of GFJ

Since the start of The Global Forum of Japan (GF]) in 1982, GF] has shifted its focus from the
exchanges with the Quadrangular countries for the purpose of contributing to the Western Summit,
to those with neighboring countries in the Asia-Pacific region including US, China, Korea, ASEAN
countries, India and Australia European countries, Wider Black Sea Area , for the purposes of deepening
mutual understanding and contributing to the formation of international order. GFJ has been active in
collaboration with international exchange organizations in those countries in organizing policy-oriented
intellectual exchanges called “Dialogue.” In order to secure a substantial number of Japanese participants

in the “Dialogue”, GFJ in principle holds these “Dialogues” in Tokyo. A listing of topics of "Dialogues" and

its overseas co-sponsors in past years given below.

Year| Month Topic Co-sponsors
The Japan-Russia Dialogue The Japan Forum on International
December ]
Relations
Tul The Dialogue with the World The Japan Forum on International
y Relations
Strategic Dialogue with Central Asia The Japan Forum on International
2018 | July .
Relations
The Japan-U.S. Dialogue Carnegie Endowment for International
March
Peace
The Dialogue with the World The French Institute for International
February . .
and Strategic Affairs
August “Central Asia + Japan” Dialogue the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
The Japan-ASEAN Dialogue The S. Rajaratnam School of
June International Studies
Nanyang Technological University
2017 The Japan-U.S. Dialogue Institute for National Strategic Studies
March . . .
National Defense University
The Japan-China Dialogue Shanghai International Studies
February University
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences
International Symposium “After the July|Meiji Institute of International Policy
December |12 PCA (Permanent Court of Arbitration) | Studies
Verdict: The Future of Maritime Asia” Meiji Institute for Global Affairs
The Dialogue with the World The Institute of World Policy
November The Atlantic Council's Brent Scowcroft
2016 Center
September |Japan-China-ROK Dialogue The Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat
Tul Japan-Asia Pacific Dialogue Meiji Institute for Global Affairs
o Western Sydney University
The Japan-U.S. Dialogue Institute for National Strategic Studies,
March . . .
National Defense University
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2015

Japan-East Asia Dialogue

East Asian Institute, National
University of Singapore

D b ; i
ceember International Relations Department,
University of Indonesia
The Japan-China Dialogue China Institutes of Contemporary
September

International Relations

July

The Second Japan-GUAM Dialogue

GUAM-Organization for Democracy
and Economic Developmen

March

Central Asia + Japan Symposium

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

the Graduate Program on Human
Security

The University of Tokyo, The Japan
Times

The Japan-U.S. Dialogue “Alliance in a New
Defense Guideline Era”

Institute for National Strategic Studies,
National Defense University

February

Japan-East Asia Dialogue “What Should We
Do toward Reliable International Relations
in Asia?”

School of Public Affairs, Zhejiang
University

the Albert Del Rosario Institute for
Strategic and International Studies

2014

December

Japan-Asia Pacific Dialogue "The Asia-
Pacific in Global Power Transition: How
Many Great Powers?"

Meiji University
University of Western Sydney

May

The Japan-China Dialogue “Prospect of
Japan - China Relationship in the Changing
World”

Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences

March

The Japan-U.S. Dialogue “The Japan-U.
S. Alliance in Changing International and
Domestic Environments”

Institute for National Strategic Studies,
National Defense University

January

The Japan-China Dialogue "Toward Building
Confidence Between Japan and China in
'New Domains"

The Japan Forum on International
Relations

2013

October

The Dialogue with the World "Toward the
Making of Shared Values in Foreign Policy"

Washington College International
Studies Program

May

The Japan-GUAM Dialogue

"Future Prospect of the Japan-GUAM
Partnership for Democracy and Economic
Development"

GUAM-Organization for Democracy
and Economic Development

February

The Japan-Black Sea Area Dialogue
"How to Develop Japan and Black Sea Area
Cooperation”

Organization of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation

January

The Japan-China Dialogue
"Toward a Future-Oriented Japan-China
Relationship"

School of Environment, World
Resources Institute, College of Public
Administration, Zhejiang University

2012

September

Japan-U.S. Dialogue
"Tapan-U.S. Alliance at a New Stage: Toward
a Provider of International Public Goods"

Institute of National Strategic Studies

March

The Japan-ASEAN Dialogue
"The Future of ASEAN Integration and
Japan's Role"

ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and
International Studies
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The Dialogue with the World

Fudan University,

March "The Rise of Emerging Countries and the |Nanyang Technological University
Future of Global Governance"
2012 The Japan-U.S.-China Dialogue the Carnegie Endowment for
"The Asia-Pacific Region in Transition and |International Peace,
February |the Japan-U.S-China Relations" China Association of Asia-Pacific
Studies, Chinese Academy of Social
Science
October The Japan-China Dialogue China Institutes of Contemporary
"The Japan-China Relations at Crossroads" |International Relations
Emergency Dialogue National Graduate Institute for Policy
Tuly "The Great East Japan Earthquake|Studies
and Regional Cooperation on Disaster
2011 Management"
The Japan-East Asia Dialogue The International Studies Department,
"East Asia in Transition and New|Vietnam National University
Perspectives on Regional Cooperation"
February - X
The Japan-U.S. Dialogue The Center for Strategic and
"The Japan-U.S. Relations in the Era of|International Studies
Smart Power"
The Japan-India Dialogue The Federation of India Chambers of
September |"East Asian Regional Architectures and|Commerce and Industry
Japan-India Relations"
Japan-U.S. Dialogue National Bureau of Asian Research
May "Promoting Japan-U.S. Cooperation in Non-
Traditional Security: the Case of Counter
Piracy"
2010 The Japan-China Dialogue Convened to|School of Environment, Beijing Normal
Discuss University, China
February |"Promoting Japan-China Cooperation on
Environmental Issues of the 21st Century:
In Pursuit of Recycling Society"
The Third Japan-BLACK SEA Area|Organization of the Black Sea Economic
January Dialogue Cooperation
"Prospects of Changing Black Sea Area and
Role of Japan"
The 8th Japan-ASEAN Dialogue ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and
September |"Japan-ASEAN Cooperation amid the |International Studies
Financial and Economic Crisis"
The Japan-China Dialogue China Institutes of Contemporary
2009 | June "Prospect of Japan-China Relationship in the |International Relations
Changing World"
The Second Japan-US Dialogue National Committee on American
April "US-Japan Relations Under the New Obama |Foreign Policy
Administration”
The Seventh Japan-ASEAN Dialogue ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and
"Prospect of Japan-ASEAN Partnership |International Studies
2008 | September

after the Second Joint Statement on East
Asia Cooperation”
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The Japan-China Dialogue

The China Institutes of Contemporary

July "Tapan-China Relations, Making a New |International Relations
Stage"
2008 Tune Japan-East Asia Dialogue The East Asian Institute of National
"Cooperation in Environment and Energy" |University of Singapore (EAI)
January The Second Japan-US-Asia Dialogue The Pacific Forum CSIS
"An East Asian Community and the US"
The Second Japan-Black Sea Area Dialogue |Organization of the Black Sea Economic
"Tapan and Black Sea Area in the Rapidly | Cooperation
November |Changing" Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in
Japan,
University of Shizuoka
The Sixth Japan-ASEAN Dialogue ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and
July "Challenges Facing Japan and ASEAN in |International Studies
2007 the New Era"
Tune Japan-US Dialogue National Committee on American
"US-Japan Alliance in the 21st Century" Foreign Policy
The Japan-China Dialogue The China Institutes of Contemporary
"The Japan-China Relationship and Energy |International Relations
January and Environmental Issues" The Energy Research Institute, and
the National Development and Reform
Commission
The Fifth Japan-ASEAN Dialogue ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and
September "Prospect for Japan-ASEAN Strategic |International Studies
Partnership after the First East Asia
Summit"
2006 The Japan-US-Asia Dialogue The Pacific Forum CSIS
June "An East Asian Community and the United
States"
The 4th Japan-Taiwan Dialogue The Taiwan International Studies
February |"Review and Perspective of the Japan-|Association
Taiwan Relationship"
The Japan-wider Black Sea Area Dialogue |University of Shizuoka,
November "Peace and Prosperity of the Wider Black | The Black Sea University Foundation,
Sea Area and Japan's Role" The International Center for Black Sea
Studies
2005 The 4th Japan-ASEAN Dialogue ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and
June "The Prospect for East Asian Community | International Studies
and Regional Cooperation"
Japan-Korea Dialogue Presidential Committee on Northeast
April "Future Prospect of East Asian Community | Asian Cooperation Initiative
and Japan-Korea Relationship"
The Japan-U.S. Korea Dialogue The Institute for Foreign Policy
"Future of Korean Peninsula and Japan-U.S-| Analysis, The Fletcher School, Tufts
November |Korea Security Cooperation" University
Yonsei University Graduate School of
2004 International Studies
The Fourth Japan-China Dialogue China Association for International
September |"Future Prospect of East Asian Community | Friendly Contact

and Japan-China Relationship"
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The Third Japan-ASEAN Dialogue

ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and

"Tapan and China for Asian Stability"

2004 | July "A Roadmap towards East Asian|International Studies
Community"
The 3rd Japan-Taiwan Dialogue Foundation on International & Cross-
October "New Situation in Asia-Pacific region and|Strait Studies
Japan-Taiwan Cooperation”
. The Fourth Japan-U.S. Dialogue The Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs
2003 | April " .. .
Entrepreneurship in Asia
The 2nd Japan - ASEAN Dialogue ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and
January "Cooperation for Peace and Prosperity in|International Studies
the Asia-Pacific Region"
The Second Japan-Korea Dialogue The Seoul Forum on International
November |"Japan and Korea: Working Together for|Affairs
The Future of Asia"
The First Japan-Australia Dialogue Australian Consortium
September |"Japan and Australia: Perspectives on
2002 Cooperation in Asia and Pacific"
May The Third Japan-China Dialogue China Association for International
"Tapan-China Relationship in the World" Friendly Contact
Japan - ASEAN Dialogue ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and
February |"Japan and ASEAN: Cooperation for Peace |International Studies
and Prosperity in the Asia-Pacific Region"
The Second Japan-Taiwan Dialogue Chinese Eurasian Education Foundation
July "The Role of Japan and Taiwan in the Asia-
2001 Pacific Region in the 21st Century"
The Third Japan-U.S. Dialogue The Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs
May "U.S.-Japan Security Relations under the
New U.S. Administration”
The First Japan-Korea Dialogue The Seoul Forum on International
December |"Japan and Korea: Building Foundations for | Affairs
a New Partnership"
The Second Japan-China Dialogue China Association for International
2000 | July "Asia in the New Century and Japan-China | Friendly Contact
Relations"
The Seventh Japan-Europe Dialogue The Royal Institute of International
May "EU’s Options and Its Implications for|Affairs
Japan"
Japan-Taiwan Dialogue Chinese Eurasian Education Foundation
November |}, . . "
The Role of Taiwan in the 21st Century
The Japan-Europe Dialogue National School of Political Studies and
1999 | July "Impact of NATO-EU Enlargement on|Public Administration
entral-Eastern Europe"
May The Japan-US Dialogue The Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs
"Rule of Law and Its Acceptance in Asia"
"Emerging Global Order in the 21st Century:|Center for International Strategy,
November |Political and Economic" Technology, and Policy of Georgia
1998 Institute of Technology
The Third Japan-China Dialogue China Association for International
September

Friendly Contact
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The Japan-Europe Dialogue Centre for European Policy Studies
1998 | May "Future of Europe: Its Implications for Asia,
Particularly Japan"

Asia Pacific Agenda in the Changing World: | The Asia Foundation
Trade and Security
The Japan-US Dialogue The Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs
1997 | September |"Perspectives on the China-Taiwan-Hong
Kong Triangle Relationship"

November

May The Japan-Europe Dialogue Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik
"State and Nation in the Changing World
November |The Changing Balance of Power in Asia Chicago Council on Foreign Relations
The Japan-India Dialogue The Institute for Defence Studies and
October "The Perspective of Japan-India Cooperation | Analyses
1996 in the 21st Century
The Japan-Europe Dialogue Netherlands Institute of International
May "Europe and Japan Facing the Challenges of | Relations 'Clingendael'

Global Issues

7. Internet Activities

Another important pillar of GFJ's activities is the BBS “Giron-Hyakusyutsu (Hundred Views in Full
Perspective)” (http://www.gfjjp/cgi/m-bbs/) which started on April 7, 2006. The BBS, which started
on April 12, 2006, is open to the public, functioning as an interactive forum for discussions on foreign
policy and international affairs. All articles posted on the BBS are sent through the bimonthly e-mail
magazine “Merumaga Grobal Foramu” in Japanese to about 10,000 readers in Japan. Furthermore, articles
worth attention for foreigners are translated into English and posted on the English website of GF]
(http//www.gfjjp/enghtm)as “GF] Commentary.” They are also introduced in the e-mail magazine “GF]
E-Letter” in English. “GFJ E-Letter” is delivered bimonthly to about 10,000 readers worldwide.

The GFJ's sister organizations of The Japan Forum on International Relations (JFIR) and The Council
on East Asian Community (CEAC) have their own BBS of “Hyakka-Seiho (Hundred Flowers in Full
Bloom)” and “Hyakka-Somei (Hundred Ducks in Full Voice).” Each of the troika BBS is visited by
about 10,000 visitors daily. It means that the troika system of BBS is visited by about 10 million visitors

annually even though many of them are repeaters.
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